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Movement started to dedicate field to late coach

SOUTHERN SHRUBS

BATON ROUGE   
(AP) — Conditions 
after Hurricane Ida 
last summer killed 
about 280 million fish 
in inland waters — 
about 40 percent more 
than died in Louisiana 
waters after Hurricane 
Andrew in 1992, the 
state Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries 
estimated Thursday. 

Catchable fish are 
usually scarce for about 
a year in areas that 
had big fish kills, but 
populations rebound, 
the department said in 
a news release.

Most of those 
from Ida are in an 
area where the storm 
was moving slowly 
before it left the state, 
said Robby Maxwell, 
whose job as inland 
fisheries technical 
adviser includes being 
that division’s fish kill 
coordinator.

Ida killed at least 
28 people and did 
billions of dollars of 
damage in Louisiana. 
The department 
has estimated that 
fisheries damages 
totaled $218.7 million 
to $240.9 million. By 
comparison, the total 
fisheries damage for 
the three hurricanes 
that hit the state in 
2020, Laura, Delta and 
Zeta, was estimated at 
$80.6 to $120.9 million. 
The state’s agricultural 
damage is estimated at 
at least $584 million.

Hurricane Laura, 
which slammed into 
southwest Louisiana on 
Aug. 27, 2020, was the 
same magnitude as Ida 
but moved much faster 
and left a very different 
pattern, Maxwell noted.

“Instead of 
concentrated fish kills, 
they were scattered over 
9 million acres,” he said. 
That’s about 14,000 
square miles or 36,400 
square kilometers. 

Most of the fish 
died within a week of 
Ida’s Aug. 29 landfall, 
in an area covering 
about 2,800 square 
miles (7,200 square 
kilometers), the 
department said. 

It said 19 of 20 big 
fish kills were in areas 
where hurricane-force 
winds roared through.

CONDITIONS 
AFTER IDA KILLED  

280M FISH 
INLAND

Flowering shrubs and 
trees serve important 
roles in the landscape.
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(Editor’s Note: One 
Year Later is a new 
Jennings Daily News 
series of stories from the 
past that offer readers 
perspective on just how 
far Jeff Davis has come as 
a community on issues 
from hurricane recovery 
and the pandemic to the 
census and economic 
development. The stories 
are reprinted exactly as 
they ran.)

LATER
This article originally ran in Jennings Daily News 

Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2020.

The 2020 census will determine congressional 
representation, inform hundreds of billions in federal 
funding every year, and provide data that will impact 
communities for the next decade.

As the census ended Monday, the final response 
rate for Jeff Davis Parish was 59.1 percent, compared 
to 60 percent statewide.

According to 2020census.gov, Welsh came in with 

Coach Danny Reed

Census results reported

A movement has started 
to rename the Jennings High 
School baseball field after 
the late and beloved Coach 
Danny Reed, who was a 
major influence on the lives 
of many students in the 
parish.

Reed lost his life in October 
2021 in a fatal boating 

accident, leaving behind a 
legacy of leadership on every 
student he interacted with.

Superintendent Kirk 
Credeur said Jeff Davis 
Parish School Board (JDSB) 
recently received a letter 
petitioning the board to 
name the school’s baseball 
field in memory of the 
former teacher, coach and 
administrator.

“They wanted to do 

something to honor a great 
man,” Credeur said.

Reed was a well-respected 
educator and coach for 
many years in Jeff Davis 
Parish, according to Credeur.

“He was a good man,” he 
said. “His former students 
still loved him and went to 
see him. I think that says a 
lot about who he was as a 
person.”

School board policy states 

a petition needs at least 50 
signatures of support before 
submitting it to the board for 
consideration. The names 
have been verified as voters 
from Ward ll in Jennings by 
the Louisiana Secretary of 
State’s Office. 

“Our policy requires those 
signing the petition be from 
the district,” Credeur said. 

SB petitioned to rename baseball field

See REED Page 2

By ERIN HARGRAVE
news2@jenningsdailynews.net

Questions for candidates running for Jeff 
Davis District Attorney are being sought from 
the public and must be submitted by Monday, 
Feb. 7.

This week candidates vying for the seat of 
Jeff Davis District Attorney registered to be 
placed on the ballot for the spring municipal 
primary election scheduled for March 26. The 
candidates will have the chance to address 
questions from the community and our staff 
about decisions they would make if elected to 
the office at the “Meet the Candidates” public 
forum hosted by Jennings Daily News and 
Jennings Lions Club.

Questions sought 
for candidate forum

The Louisiana Legislature 
will hold its special session 
on political redistricting from 
Feb. 1 to Feb. 20. 

State lawmakers will 
deliberate on new maps 
for Louisiana’s U.S. House 
seats, the state House of 
Representatives, Senate, 
Public Service Commission, 
Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education and 
Supreme Court of Louisiana.

State and federal law 
requires most of Louisiana’s 
political districts to be 
redrawn once every 10 years.

Under federal law, 
congressional districts must 
be drawn so that they are 
equal in population to each 
other. Other political districts 
– including those in Louisiana 
Legislature, Public Service 
Commission and on BESE – 
must be within 10 percent of 
each other in terms of size. 

One of the major 
redistricting issues facing 
lawmakers is what to do with 
the continued decrease in 
population in north Louisiana 
while the southeastern 
portion of the state increases. 
The Baton Rouge suburbs, 
New Orleans area and the 
Northshore continue to grow.

Nineteen of Louisiana’s 
64 parishes grew from 
2010 through 2020, while 
45 parishes lost residents, 
according to the Census data. 
Districts 25 and 37 will have 
to shrink due to population 
growth.

Special 
session 

kicks off 
Tuesday

Jennings and Lake Arthur high school seniors 
are encouraged to apply for two scholarships 
established by benefactors from Jeff Davis 
Parish.

March 27 is the scholarship application 
deadline for high school seniors applying for one 
of the Community Foundation of Southwest 
Louisiana scholarships.

The first scholarship was established in 2021 
by the family of Richard O. and Frances E. 
Boisture to honor their support of education 
and community involvement. 

The Boistures relocated to Jennings in 1965. 
From that time forward, they supported the 
Jennings community with their time, talents, 
gifts and service. They exemplified servant 
leadership in their church as well as local and 
regional organizations. As a businessman 
and longtime educator, Boisture had a strong 
work ethic and commitment to enhancing the 
community. 

Scholarships 
available to 
Jennings, 

LA seniors
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SOUTHERN SHRUBS

BATON ROUGE   (AP) — Conditions after Hurricane Ida last summer killed about 280 million fish in inland waters — about 40 percent more than died in Louisiana waters after Hurricane Andrew in 1992, the state Department of Wildlife and Fisheries estimated Thursday. Catchable fish are usually scarce for about a year in areas that had big fish kills, but populations rebound, the department said in a news release.Most of those from Ida are in an area where the storm was moving slowly before it left the state, said Robby Maxwell, whose job as inland fisheries technical adviser includes being that division’s fish kill coordinator.
Ida killed at least 28 people and did billions of dollars of damage in Louisiana. The department has estimated that fisheries damages totaled $218.7 million to $240.9 million. By comparison, the total fisheries damage for the three hurricanes that hit the state in 2020, Laura, Delta and Zeta, was estimated at $80.6 to $120.9 million. The state’s agricultural damage is estimated at at least $584 million.Hurricane Laura, which slammed into southwest Louisiana on Aug. 27, 2020, was the same magnitude as Ida but moved much faster and left a very different pattern, Maxwell noted.“Instead of concentrated fish kills, they were scattered over 9 million acres,” he said. That’s about 14,000 square miles or 36,400 square kilometers. Most of the fish died within a week of Ida’s Aug. 29 landfall, in an area covering about 2,800 square miles (7,200 square kilometers), the department said. It said 19 of 20 big fish kills were in areas where hurricane-force winds roared through.

CONDITIONS AFTER IDA KILLED  280M FISH 
INLAND

Flowering shrubs and trees serve important roles in the landscape.
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By ALLISON CRYEReditor@jenningsdailynews.net

(Editor’s Note: One Year Later is a new Jennings Daily News series of stories from the past that offer readers perspective on just how far Jeff Davis has come as a community on issues from hurricane recovery and the pandemic to the census and economic development. The stories are reprinted exactly as they ran.)

By ALLISON CRYEReditor@jenningsdailynews.net

LATER
This article originally ran in Jennings Daily News 

Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2020.
The 2020 census will determine congressional 

representation, inform hundreds of billions in federal 

funding every year, and provide data that will impact 

communities for the next decade.As the census ended Monday, the final response 

rate for Jeff Davis Parish was 59.1 percent, compared 

to 60 percent statewide.According to 2020census.gov, Welsh came in with 

Coach Danny Reed

Census results reported

A movement has started to rename the Jennings High School baseball field after the late and beloved Coach Danny Reed, who was a major influence on the lives of many students in the parish.
Reed lost his life in October 2021 in a fatal boating 

accident, leaving behind a legacy of leadership on every student he interacted with.Superintendent Kirk Credeur said Jeff Davis Parish School Board (JDSB) recently received a letter petitioning the board to name the school’s baseball field in memory of the former teacher, coach and administrator.“They wanted to do 

something to honor a great man,” Credeur said.Reed was a well-respected educator and coach for many years in Jeff Davis Parish, according to Credeur.“He was a good man,” he said. “His former students still loved him and went to see him. I think that says a lot about who he was as a person.”
School board policy states 

a petition needs at least 50 signatures of support before submitting it to the board for consideration. The names have been verified as voters from Ward ll in Jennings by the Louisiana Secretary of State’s Office. 
“Our policy requires those signing the petition be from the district,” Credeur said. 

SB petitioned to rename baseball field

See REED Page 2

By ERIN HARGRAVEnews2@jenningsdailynews.net

Questions for candidates running for Jeff 
Davis District Attorney are being sought from 
the public and must be submitted by Monday, 
Feb. 7.

This week candidates vying for the seat of 
Jeff Davis District Attorney registered to be 
placed on the ballot for the spring municipal 
primary election scheduled for March 26. The 
candidates will have the chance to address 
questions from the community and our staff 
about decisions they would make if elected to 
the office at the “Meet the Candidates” public 
forum hosted by Jennings Daily News and 
Jennings Lions Club.

Questions sought for candidate forumDaily News Staff Report

See FORUM Page 2

The Louisiana Legislature will hold its special session on political redistricting from Feb. 1 to Feb. 20. State lawmakers will deliberate on new maps for Louisiana’s U.S. House seats, the state House of Representatives, Senate, Public Service Commission, Board of Elementary and Secondary Education and Supreme Court of Louisiana.State and federal law requires most of Louisiana’s political districts to be redrawn once every 10 years.Under federal law, congressional districts must be drawn so that they are equal in population to each other. Other political districts – including those in Louisiana Legislature, Public Service Commission and on BESE – must be within 10 percent of each other in terms of size. One of the major redistricting issues facing lawmakers is what to do with the continued decrease in population in north Louisiana while the southeastern portion of the state increases. The Baton Rouge suburbs, New Orleans area and the Northshore continue to grow.Nineteen of Louisiana’s 64 parishes grew from 2010 through 2020, while 45 parishes lost residents, according to the Census data. Districts 25 and 37 will have to shrink due to population growth.

Special 
session 

kicks off 
Tuesday

See SESSION Page 3

An authentic Cajun Mardi Gras costume is on display at the Gator Chateau and Visitor Center in Jennings. The origins of Mardi Gras costumes come not from the U.S. but rather, like Mardi Gras itself, Europe.

Jennings and Lake Arthur high school seniors 
are encouraged to apply for two scholarships 
established by benefactors from Jeff Davis 
Parish.

March 27 is the scholarship application 
deadline for high school seniors applying for one 
of the Community Foundation of Southwest 
Louisiana scholarships.The first scholarship was established in 2021 

by the family of Richard O. and Frances E. 
Boisture to honor their support of education 
and community involvement. The Boistures relocated to Jennings in 1965. 

From that time forward, they supported the 
Jennings community with their time, talents, 
gifts and service. They exemplified servant 
leadership in their church as well as local and 
regional organizations. As a businessman 
and longtime educator, Boisture had a strong 
work ethic and commitment to enhancing the 
community. 

Scholarships available to Jennings, LA seniors

See SCHOLARSHIPS Page 3
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Movement started to dedicate field to late coach

SOUTHERN SHRUBS

BATON ROUGE   
(AP) — Conditions 
after Hurricane Ida 
last summer killed 
about 280 million fish 
in inland waters — 
about 40 percent more 
than died in Louisiana 
waters after Hurricane 
Andrew in 1992, the 
state Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries 
estimated Thursday. 

Catchable fish are 
usually scarce for about 
a year in areas that 
had big fish kills, but 
populations rebound, 
the department said in 
a news release.

Most of those 
from Ida are in an 
area where the storm 
was moving slowly 
before it left the state, 
said Robby Maxwell, 
whose job as inland 
fisheries technical 
adviser includes being 
that division’s fish kill 
coordinator.

Ida killed at least 
28 people and did 
billions of dollars of 
damage in Louisiana. 
The department 
has estimated that 
fisheries damages 
totaled $218.7 million 
to $240.9 million. By 
comparison, the total 
fisheries damage for 
the three hurricanes 
that hit the state in 
2020, Laura, Delta and 
Zeta, was estimated at 
$80.6 to $120.9 million. 
The state’s agricultural 
damage is estimated at 
at least $584 million.

Hurricane Laura, 
which slammed into 
southwest Louisiana on 
Aug. 27, 2020, was the 
same magnitude as Ida 
but moved much faster 
and left a very different 
pattern, Maxwell noted.

“Instead of 
concentrated fish kills, 
they were scattered over 
9 million acres,” he said. 
That’s about 14,000 
square miles or 36,400 
square kilometers. 

Most of the fish 
died within a week of 
Ida’s Aug. 29 landfall, 
in an area covering 
about 2,800 square 
miles (7,200 square 
kilometers), the 
department said. 

It said 19 of 20 big 
fish kills were in areas 
where hurricane-force 
winds roared through.

CONDITIONS 
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INLAND
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By ALLISON CRYER
editor@jenningsdailynews.net

(Editor’s Note: One 
Year Later is a new 
Jennings Daily News 
series of stories from the 
past that offer readers 
perspective on just how 
far Jeff Davis has come as 
a community on issues 
from hurricane recovery 
and the pandemic to the 
census and economic 
development. The stories 
are reprinted exactly as 
they ran.)

By ALLISON CRYER
editor@jenningsdailynews.net

LATER
This article originally ran in Jennings Daily News 

Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2020.

The 2020 census will determine congressional 
representation, inform hundreds of billions in federal 
funding every year, and provide data that will impact 
communities for the next decade.

As the census ended Monday, the final response 
rate for Jeff Davis Parish was 59.1 percent, compared 
to 60 percent statewide.

According to 2020census.gov, Welsh came in with 

Coach Danny Reed

Census results reported

A movement has started 
to rename the Jennings High 
School baseball field after 
the late and beloved Coach 
Danny Reed, who was a 
major influence on the lives 
of many students in the 
parish.

Reed lost his life in October 
2021 in a fatal boating 

accident, leaving behind a 
legacy of leadership on every 
student he interacted with.

Superintendent Kirk 
Credeur said Jeff Davis 
Parish School Board (JDSB) 
recently received a letter 
petitioning the board to 
name the school’s baseball 
field in memory of the 
former teacher, coach and 
administrator.

“They wanted to do 

something to honor a great 
man,” Credeur said.

Reed was a well-respected 
educator and coach for 
many years in Jeff Davis 
Parish, according to Credeur.

“He was a good man,” he 
said. “His former students 
still loved him and went to 
see him. I think that says a 
lot about who he was as a 
person.”

School board policy states 

a petition needs at least 50 
signatures of support before 
submitting it to the board for 
consideration. The names 
have been verified as voters 
from Ward ll in Jennings by 
the Louisiana Secretary of 
State’s Office. 

“Our policy requires those 
signing the petition be from 
the district,” Credeur said. 

SB petitioned to rename baseball field

See REED Page 2

By ERIN HARGRAVE
news2@jenningsdailynews.net

Questions for candidates running for Jeff 
Davis District Attorney are being sought from 
the public and must be submitted by Monday, 
Feb. 7.

This week candidates vying for the seat of 
Jeff Davis District Attorney registered to be 
placed on the ballot for the spring municipal 
primary election scheduled for March 26. The 
candidates will have the chance to address 
questions from the community and our staff 
about decisions they would make if elected to 
the office at the “Meet the Candidates” public 
forum hosted by Jennings Daily News and 
Jennings Lions Club.

Questions sought 
for candidate forum

Daily News Staff Report

See FORUM Page 2

The Louisiana Legislature 
will hold its special session 
on political redistricting from 
Feb. 1 to Feb. 20. 

State lawmakers will 
deliberate on new maps 
for Louisiana’s U.S. House 
seats, the state House of 
Representatives, Senate, 
Public Service Commission, 
Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education and 
Supreme Court of Louisiana.

State and federal law 
requires most of Louisiana’s 
political districts to be 
redrawn once every 10 years.

Under federal law, 
congressional districts must 
be drawn so that they are 
equal in population to each 
other. Other political districts 
– including those in Louisiana 
Legislature, Public Service 
Commission and on BESE – 
must be within 10 percent of 
each other in terms of size. 

One of the major 
redistricting issues facing 
lawmakers is what to do with 
the continued decrease in 
population in north Louisiana 
while the southeastern 
portion of the state increases. 
The Baton Rouge suburbs, 
New Orleans area and the 
Northshore continue to grow.

Nineteen of Louisiana’s 
64 parishes grew from 
2010 through 2020, while 
45 parishes lost residents, 
according to the Census data. 
Districts 25 and 37 will have 
to shrink due to population 
growth.

Special 
session 

kicks off 
Tuesday

Jennings and Lake Arthur high school seniors 
are encouraged to apply for two scholarships 
established by benefactors from Jeff Davis 
Parish.

March 27 is the scholarship application 
deadline for high school seniors applying for one 
of the Community Foundation of Southwest 
Louisiana scholarships.

The first scholarship was established in 2021 
by the family of Richard O. and Frances E. 
Boisture to honor their support of education 
and community involvement. 

The Boistures relocated to Jennings in 1965. 
From that time forward, they supported the 
Jennings community with their time, talents, 
gifts and service. They exemplified servant 
leadership in their church as well as local and 
regional organizations. As a businessman 
and longtime educator, Boisture had a strong 
work ethic and commitment to enhancing the 
community. 

Scholarships 
available to 
Jennings, 

LA seniors

337-824-3011

School road safety project launched
Jeff Davis Parish School Board 

(JDSB) recently announced its 
plans to add LED school zone 
flashing beacons at Jennings 
Elementary School (JES) and 
Hathaway High School (HHS), as 
well as lowering the speed limit 
during pick up and drop off in 
Hathaway. 

The board approved the pur-
chase of two beacons at JES for 

a total of $11,131.82 and three 
beacons at HHS for a total of 
$16,697.73 during the February 
meeting, according to JDSB 
Superintendent John Hall.

“We started an interest-
ing process at JES and HHS,” 
he said. “They are on two state 
highways so we started this dis-
cussion a long time ago and 
have been working with the 
Department of Transportation 
and Development (DOTD).”

Hall said the changes stem 

from a need to focus on safety 
at the schools due to both cam-
puses sitting on state highways. 

“We started getting calls, then 
we found out that Jeff Davis 
Parish Sheriff’s Office was also 
getting calls about people slam-
ming on their breaks in front 
of the schools,” he said. “When 
teachers are out on duty, that is 
one of the scariest things. When 
you are at a school and you hear 
breaks screeching, you look up 
and hope that it is not a student 

trying to cross the road.”
Earlier this year, DOTD 

approved the signs and the speed 
reduction for HHS, however, 
there is a need for more research 
before the speed limit can be 
reduced, Hall said. 

“When we started working with 
Hathaway, we were approved for 
a 35-mile-an-hour speed limit,” 
he said. “We found out that when 
we were specking out the sign 
that they needed to say 35 miles 
an hour and asked if DOTD was 

going to take the 45 miles an hour 
sign down. That’s when we dis-
covered that they inadvertently 
approved it without doing a traf-
fic study.”

Despite the setback, Hall said 
he is willing to do what is neces-
sary to make the roads as safe 
as possible for teachers and stu-
dents. 

“The signs at JES will go up 
pretty quick because the speed 

See SAFETY Page 2

Our Lady Help of Christians Catholic Church 
priest Fr. Keith Pellerin places ashes on the 
foreheads of parishioners Jillian Lantz (above) , 
17, and Ben Oustalet (left) during Ash Wednesday 
mass. The day marks the beginning of Lent, a 
season of penance, fasting and reflection to 
prepare for Jesus’s resurrection on Easter Sunday.

Ash Wednesday 

By ERIN HARGRAVE
news2@jenningsdailynews.net

The state recently released 
an audit report for the financial 
health of a parish water district. 

Auditors from the Louisiana 
Legislative Auditor’s office (LLA) 
released the results this week of 
routine audits performed for Jeff 
Davis Parish Water District No. 4.

The 26-page report for the entity 
was completed by certified public 
accountant J. Aaron Cooper, CPA, 
LLC for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 2022. 

According to the statement of 
net position, total assets, which 
include $214,199 in cash and cash 
equivalents, were listed as $2.2 
million. Total current and non-
current liabilities were $676,546, 
resulting in a net position of $1.57 
million. 

Operating revenues came to 
$683,738 and expenses totaled 
$564,035, resulting in $119,703 in 
operating income. 

There was a finding for the lack 
of segregation of duties due to 
the entity’s small size. The dis-
trict determined that it is not cost-
effective to achieve complete seg-
regation of duties in the account-
ing department. They have how-
ever segregated as many duties as 
possible.

Also, there were two exceptions 
listed for the entity not displaying 
its sexual harassment policy and 
complaint procedure in a con-
spicuous location on the prem-
ises, along with not preparing its 
annual sexual harassment report. 
Management responded that it 
will add to its policies and proce-
dures and post it on the premises. 

Board Member Dr. Charles 
Deese was contacted for a state-
ment but could not be reached 
before press time.

The Jeff Davis Water District No. 
4 was created to establish, acquire, 
construct, improve, extend and 
maintain a water system within 
its political subdivision. At pres-
ent, the district charges residential 
customers $16 for the first 2,500 
gallons of water used and $4.50 
for each additional 1,000 gallons 
used. Commercial accounts are 
charged $32 for the first 5,000 gal-
lons of water used and $4.50 for 
each additional 1,000 gallons used.

To view the full report, visit lla.
la.gov.

Parish water 
district audit 

released
By ERIN HARGRAVE
news2@jenningsdailynews.net

In addition to regular Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA) sites, United Way 
of Southwest Louisiana has planned two 
events on Super Tax Day.

The Super Tax Day events will be held 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, March 4. 
The events are planned at American Legion 
Post 1 at 1530 Ninth Street in Lake Charles 
and Mowad Civic Center at 213 South 
10th in Oakdale.

“Super Tax Day is a FREE tax preparation 
and financial resource fair for individuals 

featuring IRS-certified tax volunteers and 
United Way of Southwest Louisiana part-
ners with financial resources all under one 
roof,” said President and CEO Denise Durel.

No appointments are necessary for a 
Super Tax Day unlike regular VITA sites, 
which require an appointment.

Those with a household income of 
$67,000 or less in 2022, persons with dis-
abilities, senior citizens, veterans and lim-
ited English speaking taxpayers are eligible 
for VITA.

Those unable to attend the Super Tax 
Day can make an appointment at a VITA 

site for an alternate time or location by call-
ing 211 or online at unitedwayswla.org/
vita. An up-to-date list is maintained of loca-
tions and open appointments.

Additionally, anyone who makes less 
than $73,000, can file for free by using the 
myfreetaxes link on the VITA page at unit-
edwayswla.org/vita.

For a list of items to bring when having 
taxes prepared by VITA volunteers see unit-
edwayswla.org/vita.

United Way of Southwest Louisiana part-
ners with Entergy Louisiana and the IRS for 
VITA.

United Way to host Super Tax Day events

Daily News photos by Erin hargrave

Daily News Staff Report

www.unitedwayswla.org
www.unitedwayswla.org/vita
www.unitedwayswla.org/vita
www.jenningsdailynews.net
www.lla.la.gov



